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Agenda

Welcome and Introductions  – 10 minutes 6:00

Plan and Planning Process Overview – 20 minutes 6:10

Questions – 15 minutes 6:30

Public Open House and Comments 6:45
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Planning Timeline

Dec. 2019We are here!

Public Input Survey
Oct. 2018

July 2018 Oct. 2018



Online Survey Results

• October 8 – 31, 2018

• Distributed via:

– Statewide press release

– Targeted emails

• 226 responses

(Left) Map depicting the primary residence zip codes 
of survey respondents. Brighter, warmer colors 

indicate a greater concentration of respondents. 



Online Survey Results
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24%

14%
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19%

How Many Times Have You 
Visited Lime Island?

Once 2-5 Times

6-10 Times More Than 10

Never

32%

42%

26%

What Keeps You From 
Visiting?

Lack of Access Unaware

Miscellaneous



What Three Words Would You Use to Describe Lime 
Island to Someone Who Has Never Visited?



Fishing on Lime Island

50% of survey respondents reported fishing
Of those, the majority fish from motorized boat; followed by 

from Raber dock or from the island dock 
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Hunting

Other

Camping

Paddling

Cabin rental

Birding

Fishing

Beach/swimming

Photography

Nature viewing/ study

Visiting Superintendent's house

Visiting lime kilns

Hiking

Boating (motorized)

Freighter watching

Visiting schoolhouse

Select ALL of the activities you have 
participated in on Lime Island



Satisfaction Rating

Clean Facilities
10%

Great Hosts
14%

Privacy
5%

Rustic
16%

Indoor Plumbing 
11%

Dock 
Improvements 

19%

General Repairs & 
Rennovations 

25%

Areas for 
Improvement

55%

Lime Island Overnight Accommodation - PRIMARY 
reason for rating

Mean Satisfaction Rating: 7.18/9.00



Park User Photos



Stakeholder Input Meeting

• October 18, 2018

• De Tour Village Hall

• 16 attendees

• Opportunities Identified
o Solar power

o Historical interpretation

o Transportation to island

o Open more buildings

o Solar power/ solar shower

o Modernize cabins (some 
disagreed)

o Signage on mainland

o More/better trails on island

o Partnerships (e.g. Twp., boat 
operators)

o Volunteers 



General Management Plans…

1. Identify Core Values & Guiding Resources 
o DNR & PRD Mission Statements

o Legal Mandates that impact land use

2. Identify State Park Purpose & Significance

3. Allocate 20-Year Management Zones
Defined expectations for resource protection, 
development and park use

4. Outline 10-Year Action Goals
o General Action Goals

o Specific Management Zone Goals

DNR Mission Statement
The Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources is committed to the 
conservation, protection, 

management, use and enjoyment of 
the state’s natural and cultural 

resources for current and future 
generations.

PRD Mission Statement
The Parks & Recreation Division’s 
Mission is to acquire, protect, and 
preserve the natural and cultural 

features of Michigan’s unique 
resources, and to provide access to 

land and water based public 
recreation and educational 

opportunities.



Significance of Lime Island

Remote Island Park
o Located in the St. Mary’s River, 2+ miles 

from the mainland.
o Accessible only by private boat

Diverse History
o Over 4,000 years of history

Historical Industrial Landscape
o 20th-century industrial/maritime history 

not found in other MI state parks
o Used as a ship refueling depot

Overnight Accommodation
o Shoreline camping
o Group campground
o 6 rustic cabins
o Boaters may stay in the harbor



Significance of Lime Island

Lime Island Coal Dock & Harbor
o Constructed in 1910 

o Sheltered harbor with day/overnight 
mooring for boaters

Freighter Watching
o Freighters pass close to Lime Island while 

traveling through the St. Mary’s River

o Visitors can see, hear and feel the vibrations 
as the ships pass

Common Terns
o State threatened bird

o The coal dock provides nesting habitat

Water Based Recreation
o Paddling, swimming, fishing and boating 

o St. Mary’s River is a renowned fishing 
destination



Management Zones

Management Zone Progression

Management Zone Resource Condition Visitor Experience Development Level

Ecologically Sensitive Pristine Restricted None

Primitive

Backcountry

Cultural Landscape

History Education

Scenic

Natural Resource  

Recreation

Developed Recreation Active Management Significant Use Extensive Development

Administrative Services



Lime Island State 
Recreation Area 

Management 
Zones



▪ Address the desired future condition within the park as a 
whole and each management zone

▪ Implementation items for DNR staff and key partners

▪ Intent is to be in line with funding realities and capital 
improvement priorities

Action goals address the following categories for the park:
o Natural Resources
o Historic/Cultural Resources
o Recreation Opportunities
o Education/Interpretation Opportunities
o Management Focus
o Visitor Experience
o Development

Action Goals



Management & Operations

• Annual environmental inspections

• Annual boardwalk inspections/ repairs

• Coordinate message for safe access to 
island

• Continue to promote & support fishing

• Secure seasonal ranger position 

• Research water transportation options & 
make recommendation 

• Assess boardwalks at lime kilns

• Inventory artifacts in superintendent’s 
house, schoolhouse & industrial complex

• Explore potential for business 
partnership for new lodging on mainland



Infrastructure & Development

• Island dock improvements

• Pursue removal of bunker fuel from ASTs

• Complete phase 1 archaeological study

• External & internal evaluation of 
schoolhouse & Superintendent’s house

• Stabilize lime kilns

• Complete cultural resource management 
plan for industrial complex

• Provide outdoor interpretation

• Install new solar power distribution



Infrastructure & Development

Long-term Projects
• Make boat basin on mainland viable

• Implement rustic campground or other 
overnight accommodation on mainland

Small Projects
• Remove fish cleaning station on 

mainland

• Update trail maps, signage and 
confidence markers

• Assess need for amenities to support 
Explorer Water Trail



Contact information:

Debbie Jensen

Park Management Plan Administrator

MDNR – Parks and Recreation Division

JensenD1@Michigan.gov

517-284-6105

Planning information:

www.michigan.gov/parkmanagementplans

Park Information:

michigan.gov/limeisland

Questions & Comments



Open House Input Opportunities

Draft Significance Statements

• Use the Post-Its to provide 
your comments on the park 
Significance Statements



Open House Input Opportunities

Draft Management 
Zones Map

• Use the Post-Its to 
provide your comments 
on the Management 
Zone Map



Open House Input Opportunities

Draft Action Goals –
Prioritize

• Use the 5 dots provided to 
prioritize  your top Draft 
Action Goals

• No double-dotting

• Use Post-Its if you think a 
goal should be added or 
removed

TEN-YEAR ACTION GOALS

MANAGEMENT & OPERATIONS

Action Goals Priority Votes

Complete environmental inspections in 

accordance with Caretaker and 

Operations & Maintenance Plan and 

implement remedial work as may be 

identified. 

Annual

Review and amend the SPCC & PIP Plan 

every three years (minimum) or when 

any changes to personnel, site conditions 

or regulations may require revisions.  

Ongoing

Complete annual inspection of 

campground boardwalks and camping 

platforms and implement repairs/ 

replacement as necessary.

Ongoing

Review all proposed earthwork activities 

for impact on cultural resources.

Ongoing

Continue to protect and manage the 

common tern colony on the coal dock.

Ongoing 

Coordinate message with regional 

tourism and recreation entities regarding 

safe access to the island.

Ongoing

Continue to promote and support 

recreational fishing opportunities by 

maintaining shoreline access within the 

recreation area and improving facilities 

that support those fishing by boat.

Ongoing



Open House Input Opportunities

Additional Input

• Visit the Additional Input 
station to record your 
comments

• Use the comment sheets 
provided

• Send comments via email 
until August 9







Thank you for your input!

Thank you to our hosts, 
Raber Township


